Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 
Song before the Service: (#115) 
Bro & Sis: Our only Hope is found in the Lord our God, the Creator & Sustainer of all Things & Savior of those who trust in Him! Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
We will sing: Ps. #138 “With Grateful Heart my Thanks I bring” God commands you to praise, you can do so even if you don’t feel like it! These words will even propel and motivate you to praise the Lord as you dwell on His glory and grace!
We will profess our faith using HC Q&A 26 & 28 pg. 21-22 Forms and Confs Please be seated
NOW FLIP OVER TO PAGE 39 as we Read Heidelberg #81-82
Song of remembering the persecuted church (Continue to learn this song), sing #69 vs.1-6 “Save me O God, I sink in floods” Remember/pray for those being persecuted as we sing
NOW WE COME TO OUR CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Almighty God, merciful Father, Thank you for the wonderful blessing of the Gospel! Thank you that you have not left us alone as believers, but you have united us into assemblies of believers to mutually support one another. Thank you for giving us the preaching of your Word, and the shepherding and discipline of the Session to hold us true to you and to the Faith! Please bless these means of grace to encourage us and strengthen us to live and look more like our Savior Jesus Christ! 
Please also guard us against error and pride – especially guard us against the arrogance of thinking that we have arrived and that all ideas contrary to our own are wrong! Please teach us to be rooted and grounded to your Word of Truth! Help us then to be an encouragement to other Christians – charitable when we differ from others, and always willing to study your Word and grow in our knowledge of the truth! Please bless the united witness of the church in NZ. Help us to speak God’s Truth in Love to a dying world!
Prepare the Western Church for persecution – that we might remain true to you even when there is a cost! And enable us to increasingly remember and pray for our brothers and sisters in the faith in China, North Korea, the Middle East, Central Africa and parts of South America and Europe where persecution is growing! Protect them against harm, and help them to remain faithful to the end. Help us to understand just how blessed we are – that we might truly show you our gratitude/praise! Furthermore, help us not to be afraid of persecution – rather – help us to be ready for it when it comes… that we might remain faithful even when Christianity comes at a cost! 
Please also care for our local needs, dear Lord: Provide work for those who need it, strengthen the elderly and any widowers/widows… that they might know your comfort. Encourage and strengthen any new believers and lead them to lean on your strength! Protect each family & all of our young people according to your grace, & please call back to yourself those youth who have strayed from your covenant and church! Please bring them to faith in Christ and give us boldness to know how to witness to them! Accept & answer us according to your will: in J.nm.Amen.

Let’s turn to sing again to our God: Song #169 “No Eye has seen”
God has given us such a great salvation - so let us respond to His grace, by generously giving to support God’s kingdom work through His tithes and our additional Free-will offerings! ( Deacons)
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep: Song #382 “Here O my Lord, I see thee face to face”

Sermon Text: 1 Cor. 11:17-34 Sermon Title: The Dangers of the Divine Table
Let us now sing a song of Response–#201 “Come thou Fount of Every Blessing”
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you, May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen 
Doxology: #117 “Praise Jehovah all ye nations”
Evening Sermon: “The Dangers of the Divine Table”

Sacraments #10 – HC #35
Text: I Corinthians 11:17-34 Part 1
Reading: Heidelberg Catechism #81-82 (Explain “keys” defined in LD31)
Introduction: Children, there are things in life which are very useful, but which when used wrongly can be very dangerous! For example: Kitchen knives are often very sharp! They are wonderful for cutting and chopping food in preparing meals… But what would happen if some of you children played with Kitchen knives? You could get hurt very badly or even killed! Now, Please understand… Kitchen knives are fantastic necessary tools for just about any and every home… They are Not evil or bad… But I hope that you children never play with those knives, because they are still very dangerous! If you don’t know how to be careful when you use them, you could get hurt! 


Or take another example, electricity is a necessary and wonderful part of our modern homes and businesses. When the power goes out we struggle to make do without it! But I hope you all know that electricity also has a dangerous side! You should never play with electrical sockets or electrical appliances! If electricity is abused or not used correctly, someone could be seriously hurt or even killed!
Many modern technologies have that double edge – they are very useful for a specific application, and yet when abused they can cause great damage and loss of life. 
As we turn to I Corinthians 11, we find Paul’s teaching on Worship and the Lord’s Supper. And there we find that the Lord’s Supper has a similar double edge – when the sacrament is enjoyed according to the ordinance of the Lord, we feed on Christ and proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes! However, when the supper is abused there is great danger of personal harm for ourselves and others in the congregation. As the Apostle Paul says in vs.30, Some in Corinth were weak and sick, and some had DIED because of their abuse of the Lord’s Supper! 
(REVIEW) We last looked at the Lord’s Supper just over a month ago… In those most recent sermons, we have focused on the benefits of the Lord ’s Table, Particularly: How we feed on Christ our Passover Lamb. How we participate in His redemptive work on the cross, and how our souls are strengthened by truly partaking of Christ’s body and blood thru the mediation of the Holy Spirit. Tonight, we’ll examine the edge of this sacrament = the danger caused by its abuse.
Now: I intend to take 2 sermons to explore this text, and these will be the last on the Lord’s Supper/Sacraments. After this, we will continue working through the doctrines of the Heidelberg Catechism. Since this is the first of 2 sermons, we won’t deal with everything in the text straightaway. Instead, we will be picking our way through the text tonight seeking to answer two questions in particular: 

1) How should we come to the Lord’s table? (in what manner?) 

2) Why should we ever stay away from the Lord’s table? (for what reason)

We will deal with those questions in order, under two headings…
We will answer the question: “How should we come to the Lord’s Table?” NEGATIVELY, b/c that is what we see in our text: In our first point, we see…
I. An Example of how NOT to come… (REPEAT)
We see in verse 18 and following, that the Corinthians were
a. Divided into factions
There Paul says: READ 18-19.  
Paul kept hearing rumors about the divisions in Corinth – he used the word schism to describe their disunity. While the church hadn’t split into separate groups altogether, nevertheless: the body of Christ was divided. And he tended to believe what he was hearing. 

Indeed, in verse 19, Paul explains why such divisions/schisms made perfect sense – they were the obvious fruit of God’s approval.  BUT: How can he say that? I mean: Schism/Division as a result of God’s approval?



Well, Yes! Sometimes, God’s approval is seen in division in the congregation. You see: The word translated divisions by the NASB is the Greek word for Heresy. In the New Testament, a Heresy is a difference that divides (a difference in doctrine/belief which causes schism). So, Paul is saying that it makes sense that there were differences among the people because there will always be a difference between those approved by God and those who are not. 
However, even though it made sense to him; Paul in no way approves the status quo of such division. Instead, he blasts them for being so rude/selfish in regard to the Lord’s Table! And that is what we see in verses 20-21, the Corinthians were
b. Rude and Selfish at the Lord’s Table 
Let’s read vs.20-21
(A simple side-note here: notice that Paul nowhere rebukes the people for using alcoholic/intoxicating wine for the Lord’s Supper! He only rebukes their selfish hoarding of the food and wine. I call that to your attention because some in our day, deny that wine is properly served at the Lord’s Supper – it is proper, and was the practice of the NT church).

The early Church often ate meals together, which were known as love-feasts. Each would bring food/wine, and following the meal, they would celebrate the Lord ’s Supper together. However, in Corinth, the members were bringing their food for the love feast, but instead of sharing and eating together…  they were going ahead and eating/drinking what they brought all by themselves. This selfish conduct made it impossible for the people to eat the Lord’s Supper, either because the bread/wine was selfishly consumed already, or because of the wrong attitude in which they ate (some eating too much and none at all)! That revealed a lack of love and unity, which is the opposite of the purpose of the Lord’s Supper. Paul rebukes them saying, No one is eating the Lord’s Supper when that happens! This was such a contrast to the practice of the church as we see it in Acts 4,5! There we learn that the believers were sharing everything. Indeed, when others had need, those with land would sell it and give the money to the Apostles. 









What a difference to the Corinthians here in our text who seemed incapable of eating and sharing together in the same church. 
Indeed, what a difference to us today…

I fear we are much more like the Corinthians than we would like to admit! We too have divisions/differences among us. We too can be rude and selfish with regard to our brothers and sisters in Christ. Now, we don’t eat the Love feast in the same way anymore … most likely the meal and the sacrament were separated (as we have it in our day) in order to prevent such abuses from occurring. 










But, To put it positively: We need to come to the Lord’s table as one body – one congregation united in the Lord. We need to come more concerned about others than ourselves. This is a meal of union/communion with the Lord Jesus Christ and with all those HE died to save – even those unlovable sinners, like you and me! … 






We need to come focused on the sacrificial love of Christ, and not on our differences…

Perhaps you don’t think this is a problem that applies to you, but how often have you come to the table (supposedly “prepared” for the Supper) and yet, you were not willing to speak or visit with one of your bros/Sis across the way? Maybe, they “burned you” one too many times, and while you claim you have forgiven them – there is no real unity/brotherhood there anymore. Or perhaps you showed the selfishness of the Corinthians in some seemingly inconsequential way by being annoyed about how long a person took to drink the cup or pass the bread. (or even annoyed by a look on a person’s face, or where /how they sit down) It is amazing how fickle and sinful we can be in the smallest things – and these are questions which we must each answer for ourselves…

We each must examine our own hearts in such matters (and we will look at how to examine ourselves more next time). That self-examination is important, though, To ensure that we come to the table properly. Coming to the table properly is important, because as we see here, there are reasons to stay away from the Lord’s Table! 
And that brings us to our second point, because In the second half of our text, we find the answer to that second question I raised at the beginning: Why should we ever stay away from the Lord’s table? (for what reason) 

We have seen an example of How NOT to come to the Lord’s Table, and now, Secondly, we see:  
II.  A Reason to stay away… (REPEAT)
People are often shocked and offended if you suggest that perhaps they should refrain from the Lord’s table. I think we all naturally think it is some sort of insult – we find it hard to believe that there is a reason to stay away from the Supper, but Paul explains that the Lord’s Table can be dangerous! Indeed, as He mentioned in verse 17, It can cause more harm than good when observed incorrectly!

Paul explains How it can be harmful/dangerous in two ways: (list 1 &2) We will first look at how…
a. (1) Improper Observance is an Insult to God/the Church!
Take a look at verse 22: READ    


The Corinthians were acting as if they despised the Church of God – as if they wanted to humiliate the poor among them! And the real danger and insult here is two-fold – 
1) I doubt that the main offenders were intentionally trying to insult or humiliate their brothers… and if they were Christians at all, I can guarantee that they were not trying to despise God’s church which means they did this ignorantly! That is the first danger, that such a serious offense can be committed in ignorance!
2) Another danger is the object of the scorn/insult. Notice who is insulted here – Paul words this a powerful way – he doesn’t just say, “you are offending your fellow believers.” He says, “you despise the church of God!” WHOSE church? God’s Church! And he also mentions those who have nothing – with the obvious connection that the Lord again and again proclaims that He loves and cares for poor, needy and defenseless: You probably remember, the care for the poor was one of the marks of the early church!
Furthermore, in verse 27, Paul explains God’s response to such an insult – He says that those who eat/drink in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord! 
Let that sink in…



Killing Christ was the greatest crime ever committed – this is guilt of the greatest magnitude possible!
In these ways, Improper observance of the Lord’s Supper is an insult to the church and thereby to God Himself. And He doesn’t take that lightly! Indeed….
b. (2) Improper Observance of LS can have Physical and even deadly consequences!
Just look at the consequences listed in verses 29-30 READ… 

These sins actually resulted in some being sick and weak! We can understand that as both physical and spiritual consequences… and the final words of some having fallen asleep can refer only to those who died as a result of their gross spiritual sin!
Now, we cannot claim that just because someone has gotten sick or has died that they committed some great spiritual sin. However, there are times when God causes such problems as a direct result of sin…

So, How do we respond to this? 

Am I saying that you are all likely to die because you ate the Lord’s Supper with the wrong heart once or twice? No… NOT at all! But I am saying that there are valid reasons not to partake of the Lord’s Supper. I am saying that we come to worship so flippantly so often, and there is nothing flippant about what we are doing! 

Now, don’t raise your hands or anything, JUST Be honest with yourself: How many of you think that preparation for worship is what you do on Sunday morning, or even worse, is it only what you do after the call to worship?
How many of you actually sit down and prepare differently for Sunday when you know we are having the Lord’s Supper? 
Do you ACTUALLY/LITERALLY take time during the week to evaluate your heart and life? 




Do you speak to a brother/sister in Christ, maybe your spouse or your children about your life/sin in order to prepare? 

How many times have you just walked into church on Sunday and were surprised that it was Lord’s supper, AND YOU STILL SAT AT THE TABLE with little more than a moment’s reflection? Tonight, I am not going to say that doing that is ALWAYS wrong – we will dig into that next time. In that second sermon, we’ll address the questions: How do I properly prepare for the Lord’s Supper? AND Who should come to the table? 




TONIGHT, However, what I am driving at is this: Do you think that such flippant or casual preparation for the Lord’s Supper is SAFE, considering what occurred in Corinth?

When you consider the potential consequences – the possibility that you will scorn/despise GOD’s Church, or even God Himself; … that you might be considered guilty of the body and blood of Christ! … That you might eat/drink judgment on yourself, possibly even death! Such possibilities should humble you and remind us of our frailty! 
Those concerns shouldn’t prevent you from coming to the table AT ALL, but they should prevent us from coming recklessly, selfishly, or unprepared. Some of you are prone to stay away from the Lord’s Table too much… And so, I will urge you to be here in two weeks time when we talk about how to prepare and come with courage to the Lord’s Table!

But even tonight, we do have that final reminder of hope in verse 32 READ

You see, even God’s judgment is gracious. Discipline for believers is merely intended to prevent your ultimate condemnation. And so, God removes you from that situation to keep you from greater sin/danger. 



The Lord is truly gracious, and as we humble ourselves and come to His table in faith – He will receive us and feed us with the riches of His body and blood –and by the power of the Holy Spirit we shall be nourished unto eternal life. But let us Always remember that while we come to worship an AWESOME God who is a Consuming fire of holiness!



So, let us come with reverence and awe, and only by faith in Jesus Christ our Lord!













AMEN.
